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ABSTRACTS

The Amazon's Kindle has opened doors for the electronic book(hereinafter ‘e-Book’) which referred to the 

concept on Project Gutenberg of 1971. The Kindle is one of specifically designed devices for the purpose of 

reading electronic texts. This newly emerging reading device lets the digital contents downloaded via 3G or Wi-Fi 

for the wireless networks. Although the e-Book is comprised of the wireless reading device and the digital 

contents, the digital contents are the core part of the e-Book provided with various forms, genre, and reading 

matters.

An e-Book is so much different from a conventional paper book in that people who download the contents for 

e-Books have a digitally licensed status, while people who have physical books hold its ownership. People having 

e-Books get uncomfortable with applying the first sale doctrine, the right of distribution and the sales contract 

theory depending on the conventional copyright. The diffusion of the reading device makes the legal perspectives 

on the e-Book scrutinized. This article examines the comparison between copyright issues of paper books and 

those of e-Books, and suggests the legal explication for facilitation of e-Books and digital libraries in the near 

future.
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